The struggle to end slavery: pro-
slavery and anti-slavery
perspectives




Case Study 1: The pro-slavery argument

Source 1: Extract from a list of resolutions passed at a meeting of the
Standing Committee of West India Planters and Merchants held 26 April
1831.




Source 2. Extract from a letter sent to Earl Grey by the Acting Committee
of West India Planters and Merchants, dated 25 February 1833.
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Source 3. Extract from a pamphlet entitled Third Letter to the Right Hon.

Earl Grey, First Lord of the Treasury, on the question of Negro
emancipation, by H P Simmons (1834).




affection and revolt amongst the slaves.” And,
‘unhappily, the confessions of many of the mis-
‘guided culprits at the place of execution, fully
confirmed the lamentable fact. 1 am morally
certain, that this bill for the abolition of slavery
”piﬂ':.’be' remembered only as entailing misery on the
slave, ruin on the master, and a blot on British
legislation, unless it be made so far agreeable to the
planters, as to induce them to assist in its operation,
by doing them the justice of enabling them to hire
their own labourers, so that they may reward them
according to their respective merits, and not sub-
jecting the present masters to any claims of these

half-freed people, who will probably be rendered :
doubly ferocious by the songs of congratulation
which they will be taught by furious sectarian
zealots, who are alike enemies to the planters, the
altar, and the thrope. . L=




Source 4. Extract from a Memorial sent to Earl Grey from the West India
Planters warning against the rumour of emancipating slaves without
giving compensation, undated (c.1832).
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Case Study 2: The anti-slavery argument

Source 1. Extract from an anti-slavery pamphlet written by Henry
Brougham that counters the economic arguments of the pro-slavers.
Taken from A Concise Statement of the Question Regarding the Abolition of the
Slave Trade, 1804.



IL Question of the Slave Trade as it re-
lates 1o the Interesys of those directly
engaged in it,

1. It has been maintained that the African
Trade OPENs a wide channel for the beneficial
inveftment of capital, ang that the Abolition
by fuddenly throwing out of employment fo
- great a portion of ftock, would give a ferious
blow to the commercial refources of the
couintry.

In order to anfwer this, it will be fufficient
to fhew that the trade does not occupy any con-
fiderable part of the national capital—that the
profits are of the defcription leaft beneficial to |
the country, and that the fame capital, if ex-
tluded from this employment, would imme-
diately and eafily find 2 more advantageous
vent, |
According to the public accounts laid before
'arliamcr-:t from the Cuftom-houfe books, it
appears that the officia] value of the exports
to Africa during ten years, ending 1800, was
£’9,301,941, or £930,194 per annum. The
average value of the imports from Africa
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Source 2a. Extract explaining the human cost of slavery. Taken from
Substance of the debate in the House of Commons on a motion for the mitigation
and gradual abolition of slavery throughout the British Dominions, 1823.
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And let it not béfférgotten, that Slavery jﬁz?@%;
10t merely the effect, it is alsa the very €ause, O
he Slave Trade—of that system of fraud, 3‘{‘3
jiolence by which Slaves are procured, - If Slavery
were extinct, the Slaye Trade must cease. (But
while it is suffered to exist, that murderous . tra,ﬁic
will still find a fatal incentive in the solicitude of
the Slaveholder to supply the waste of life which
his cupidity and cruelty bave occasioned. . Thus,
‘ip every point of view, is Slayery productive of
the worst consequences to all the parties concerned.
Besides all the direct and wide-wasting inj uries .
which itinflicts on its immediate vietims,it substiy
tutes for the otherwise peaceful merchant a blood-
thirsty pirate trading in humap flesh ; qu{'{h&
m!qlgte.nng to pride, avarice, and SGQSQﬁ[kth&gPLx ‘
exciting the angry passions, and hardening the hea
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Source 2b. Viewpoint of Robert Thorpe, a judge in a trial of slave traders.
Taken from The Trials of the Slave Trgcfrs, 1813.

_hring-. without any crime l:lmn God L 'ml'!%
vnputed 1o them i Our conduet in life is diree being
law s—the lu | seted by three
e luw of opinion, the law of the land, and the
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ol Gad. You bave violated them all; the slave trader ;
execrated in society, and the law of opinion, 'mﬂ:
demn vou to solitude; the verdict of the Jury, under which
You aow wait the sentence of the Court, is declaratory of
your violation of the law of the land, and your con-
yerence must conviet you of despising the law of God;
think of the commandment, “ Thou shalt not steal ;" it is
aeither money nor fame, but liberty of which you have
robbed your fellow-creatures, Human beings, created and
made alter God's image, you have stolen ; you have loaded
them with wrons, plunged them into slavery, and bartered
them for the wretched gratification of appetite and ava-
rice ; you have not, perhaps, seized on the person yourself
but you have received and sold the stolen body, and that
1o worse. Consider another great commandment of the
mﬁnﬂﬂ.ihg.lﬂl&.dn-wnmﬂmq How many ins
nocent'sictios have expired at your threshold ; h:;‘m
torn from their country, parents, or children, b m‘-":
condemnied 1o disease, to decrepitude, 1o
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Source 3. An ex-slave's perspective on the harsh treatment meted out to
slaves. Taken from Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of Olaudah
Equiano or Gustavus Vassa, London, 1789.
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Are ﬂaves more ufeful by being thus
humbled to the condition of brutes,than
téf.;y would be if fuffered to enjoy the pri
ﬁkg_es of men? The freedom which
diﬁ'pfes health and profperity through-
guthitain anfwers you—No. When
you make men f{laves you deprive
them of half their virtue, you {et them
in your own conduét an example of
fraud, rapine, and cruelty, and compel.
them to live with you in a {tate of war;

and yet you complain that they are not
Bl o8 honelt




honeft or faithful!  You fupify thein
with ftripes, and think it neceflary
to keep them in a ftate of ignorance ;
and yet you affert that they are in-
capable of learning ; that their minds
are {uch a barren foil or moor, that cul-
ture would be loft on them; and that
they come from a climate, where na-
ture, though prodigal of her bounties
in a degree unknown to yourfelves,
has left man alone {cant and unfinith-
ed, and incapable of enjoying the trea-~
fures fhe has poured out for him!—An
affertion at once impious and abfurd.
Why do you ufe thofe inftruments of
torture 2 Are they fit to be applied by
one rational being to another ? And are
¥o ank ftruck with thame and mortifi-
cation, to fee the partakers of your na-
ture reduced fo low? But, above all,

are ‘
’ Od::here no dangers attending this
of treatment? Are you not
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Source 4. Extract of a poem written by Miss Brady on the subject of
slavery, 1814. Taken from the Backhouse Papers.
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