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Case Study 1: The pro-slavery argument 
 

Source 1: Extract from a list of resolutions passed at a meeting of the 
Standing Committee of West India Planters and Merchants held 26 April 
1831. 

 

 
 



Source 2. Extract from a letter sent to Earl Grey by the Acting Committee 
of West India Planters and Merchants, dated 25 February 1833. 
 

 



 
 



Source 3. Extract from a pamphlet entitled Third Letter to the Right Hon. 
Earl Grey, First Lord of the Treasury, on the question of Negro 
emancipation, by H P Simmons (1834). 

 



 
 



Source 4. Extract from a Memorial sent to Earl Grey from the West India 
Planters warning against the rumour of emancipating slaves without 
giving compensation, undated (c.1832). 

 
 

 
 



Case Study 2: The anti-slavery argument 
 

Source 1. Extract from an anti-slavery pamphlet written by Henry 
Brougham that counters the economic arguments of the pro-slavers. 
Taken from A Concise Statement of the Question Regarding the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade, 1804.  



 



 
 



Source 2a. Extract explaining the human cost of slavery. Taken from 
Substance of the debate in the House of Commons on a motion for the mitigation 
and gradual abolition of slavery throughout the British Dominions, 1823. 
 

 
 



Source 2b. Viewpoint of Robert Thorpe, a judge in a trial of slave traders. 
Taken from The Trials of the Slave Traders, 1813. 

 
 



Source 3. An ex-slave's perspective on the harsh treatment meted out to 
slaves. Taken from Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of Olaudah 
Equiano or Gustavus Vassa, London, 1789. 

 



 



 



Source 4. Extract of a poem written by Miss Brady on the subject of 
slavery, 1814. Taken from the Backhouse Papers. 
 

 


