Enslaving the millions: the African
slave trade

Image of Kordofan slave traders and a Babuckur slave.



Case Study 1: How did so many Africans become slaves?

Source 1. Evidence of John Barnes, ex-Governor of Senegal. Taken from
Abridgement of the Minutes of Evidence taken before a Committee considering
the Slave Trade, 179.




Source 2. Extract describing how enslavement is used as a punishment.
Taken from Thomas Clarkson, An Essay on the Slavery and Commerce of the
Human Species, London, 1788.




Source 3. A description of 'village-breaking'. Taken from William Wilberforce,

A Letter on the Abolition of the Slave Trade, addressed to the freeholders and
other inhabitants of Yorkshire, London, 1807.
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Source 4. Examples of Africans being kidnapped for the purpose of

enslavement. Taken from Thomas Clarkson, An Essay on the Slavery and
Commerce of the Human Species, London, 1788.




Case Study 2: Why were so many Africans enslaved?

Source 1. A defence of the slave trade by Colonel Tarleton. Taken from The
Debate on a Motion for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1791.
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Source 2. Colonel Phipps defends the Slave Trade. Taken from The Debate on
a Motion for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1791




Source 3. Extract from a list of resolutions sent to Earl Grey by West
Indian planters on the subject of slavery, April 1831.




