
 
 
 
 

‘Agonising and insufferable’: did 
the Middle Passage deserve its 

awful reputation? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Montage of images showing engraving of Olaudah Equiano, close-up of how slaves could be 
stowed aboard a slave ship and a representation of an insurrection aboard the slave ship 
Barricado.  

 

 

 



Source 1. Diagram showing how slaves could be accommodated aboard a 
slave ship and the accompanying explanation. Taken from Thomas Clarkson, 
The history of the rise, progress and accomplishment of the abolition of the 
African slave-trade, London, 1808. 

 

 
 



 



 



 
 



Source 2. A slave's description of life aboard a slave ship. Taken from 
Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the life of Olaudah Equiano or 
Gustavus Vassa as written by himself, London, 1789. 

 



 



 



 
 



Source 3. Evidence of Mr Falconbridge regarding conditions aboard a slave 
ship. Taken from An Abridgement of the Minutes of Evidence taken before a 
Committee Considering the Slave Trade, 1789.  

 



 



 
 



Source 4. Evidence of Mr Knox describing conditions on board a slave ship. 
Taken from An Abridgement of the Minutes of Evidence taken before a Committee 
considering the Slave Trade, 1789. 

 
 

 


